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Hopefully the worst of winter is now behind us and, setting January aside, it has been largely ‘average’ regarding rainfall. 
 
I think it is worth pointing out that while January’s rainfall at Thorney was 93mm (3.7 inches) resulting in 2,220 pump hours across 
the Board’s District; 51.8mm (2 inches) rainfall during February resulted in a further 1,995 pump hours.    This highlights the impact 
of wet on wet during the winter when there is little or no drying weather. 
 
Soil moisture deficit (theoretically the amount of rain that must fall on the catchment before run-off is recorded) figures have moved 
from 24.6mm to 50.8mm during the month of April.    Think back to the drought year of 2011/12 when soil moisture deficit at this 
same time was nearly 80mm and conversely the wet winter of 2013 when 4.2mm was the deficit figure. 
 
The Board remain busy ‘mudding out’ various watercourses and has just begun applying roundup pro-biactive (glyphosate) to a 
number of key watercourses to hold back the growth in the channel bed.   This ensures we retain good conveyance of water should 
we need throughout the summer months before we start the annual weedcutting programme in August. 
 
The Board began moving towards summer levels across the District during March and by the end of April all water control structures 
were in place and summer levels attained.    This is usually the cue for storms and heavy rain, so watch this space! 
 
On the conservation front, we have carried out a number of water vole surveys and while they may be rare nationally, I think we have 
more than our fair share with good populations being recorded within Board’s maintained watercourses.   I am somewhat concerned 
about the barn owls as most of the Board’s owl boxes seem to be occupied by Jackdaws who seem hell bent on stuffing the boxes to 
capacity with twigs and sticks!    Finally, the sight of 6 cranes feeding in the fields is a first for me, although I was aware of small 
numbers breeding on the Whittlesey Washes. 
 
In addition to the Dragon Boat Festival in Peterborough on 14th June, the Board will be represented at both the Open Farm and 
Vintage weekend at Thorney on 7th and 8th June and the Fenland Midsummer Food & Craft Fair at the Secret Garden Touring Park, 
Mile Tree Lane Wisbech on 21st June.    Please feel free to visit each of these events to learn more about what goes on in the Fens.  
 


